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CAT TRENCHING REPORT 
ON THE PLATA GROUP 

INTRODUCTION 

The P l a t a  m i n e r a l  c l a i m s  c o v e r  b o t h  h i g h - g r a d e  s i l v e r - l e a d  

and lower g r a d e  g o l d - s i l v e r  v e i n - t y p e  m i n e r a l i z a t i o n .  Work 

d u r i n g  p r e v i o u s  f i e l d  s e a s o n s  s t r e s s e d  g e o l o g i c a l  mapping, 

s o i l  sampl ing ,  g e o p h y s i c a l  t e s t  s u r v e y s ,  a e r i a l  photography,  

hand t r e n c h i n g ,  diamond d r i l l i n g  and c a t  t r e n c h i n g .  A t o t a l  

of  30 v e i n  zones  and showings were  examined and e v a l u a t e d  by 

C a t  t r e n c h i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  1973 f i e l d  s e a s o n .  

F u r t h e r  c a t  t r e n c h i n g  i s  now b e i n g  comple ted  o v e r  newly 

d e f i n e d  geochemical  anomal ies ,  v e i n  showings and f l o a t  occur -  

r e n c e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  prominent  v e i n s  d i s c o v e r e d  d u r i n g  p a s t  

f i e l d  s e a s o n s .  

LOCATION AND ACCESS 

The P l a t a  Group i s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  Bostock Range o f  H e s s  Mountains,  

between t h e  Rogue and H e s s  R i v e r s  i n  n o r t h e a s t  Yukon. The "main 

showing o r  No. 4 Zone" and b a s e  camp. ar; l o c a t e d  on Greg Creek,  

a t r i b u t a r y  of  F i d o  Creek,  a t  l a t i t u d e  6 3 O 4 0 ' ~ ,  l o n g i t u d e  

1 3 2 O 0 2 ' ~ .  T h i s  l o c a l i t y  l i es  50 m i l e s  f rom t h e  Northwest  

T e r r i t o r i e s  b o r d e r ,  115 m i l e s  due e a s t  of Mayo, 108 m i l e s  N-NE 

o f  F a r o ,  110 m i l e s  n o r t h  and s l i g h t l y  e a s t  of Ross R i v e r ,  and 

65 a i r  m i l e s  n o r t h w e s t  of  t h e  Nor th  Canol  Road. 





Present access to the base camp is by a combination of fixed- 

wing wheeled aircraft to the Plata airstrip on Pido Creek, 

elevation 2800 ft., length 2200 ft., then by helicopter 6 miles 

due north to the campsite at an elevation of 3700 ft. The 

tote road between the airstrip and campsite is unusable during 

the summer months due to its swampy location. 

REGIONAL GEOLOGY ' 

The Hess Mountains, located in the northern portion of the 

Selwyn basin, northeast of the Proterozoic Arch, consist largely 

of a thick pile of Devonian-Mississippian carbonaceous clastic 

eugeosynclinal-type sedimentary rocks unconformably overlying 

the Proterozoic grid units. Structurally this area appears to 

have had a history of northeast-southwest compression, producing 

northwest trending major lithologic fabrics, major fold axes 

and thrust faults. Major faults are oriented in a northwest- 

southeast direction paralleling the Tintina Trench and regional 

strike; a northeast-southwest orientation, orthogonal to the 

last set paralleled by a strong joint set and off-setting unit 

contacts; and a roughly east-west set outlining the thrusting 

from the south. 

Small granitic to granodiorite stocks, occuring along the north- 

eastern portion of the Selwyn Basin, are part of the general 

intrusive arc of the Mackenzie Mountains extending from the 

McQueston-Keno Hill District through this region and southeast 

straddling the Yukon-Northwest Territories border. Quartz- 

muscovite porphyry or aplite occurs in several localities as 

dykes and sills but is nowhere mineralized except in the Plata 

area. 

There are three major types of mineralization discovered to date 

in the Hess Mountain region. Quartz, chalcopyrite, pyrite, 

molybdenite, veins with minor galena and pyrrhotite occur in 



the periphery of the intrusives or immediately outsjde the 

pluton in the altered wall rocks. Chalcopyrite, pyrrhotite and 

scheelite is noted in skarns developed at the contacts of 

intrusives with limestone units. Quartz arsenopyrite, pyrite, 

galena, tetrahedrite and scorodite is found in thrusts accom- 

panied by discordant subsidiary veins containing high grade 

galena-tetrahedrite mineralizstion. 

The latter type of vein mineralization, containing excellent 

gold and silver values, discovered on the Plata Group appears 

to have the highest potential for an economic deposit in this 

remote area. 

PHYSICAL WORK 

A total of approximately 250 cat hours were used building 

roads and digging trenches on the Plata Group during the 

month of June. The location of all trenches and connecting 

roads may be noted on the accompanying one inch equal 200 ft. 

"Geology and Development Mapu. Trenching above timberline 

was hampered by permafrost due to a light snow fall last winter. 

~rench walls are commonly covered by slide material from above 

talus a few days after trenches are established. Trenching 

in Devonian-Mississippian black shale and chert progressed much 

quicker due to extreme jointing and fracturing. 

A large lead-silver soil geochemical anomaly covered by trench 

numbers 70, 71 and 72 remains unexplained. Massive galena 

float material found in the trenches definitely does not come 

from Showing No. 28 which is largely a quartz vein with blebs 

of galena and pyrite. 

The anomaly covered by Trench No. 73 originates further up 

slope since this area is covered by vast blocks of talus. 



F u r t h e r  t r e n c h i n g  i n  Trench No. 39  h a s  n o t  exposed a  v e i n  

a s  y e t  b u t  l a r g e  b l o c k s  of  g a l e n a - t e t r a h e d r i t e  f l o a t  a r e  

s t i l l  b e i n g  uncovered .  

P r o g r e s s  i n  Trench No. 74 i s  s low due t o  p e r m a f r o s t .  A 

1 t o  4  f o o t  wide  h igh-grade  s i l v e r - l e a d  gouge zone g r a d i n g  

1 2 1  ounces  s i l v e r  p e r  t o n  and 23 p e r c e n t  l e a d  was d i s c o v e r e d  

i n  t h e  s o u t h e r n  end of t h e  t r e n c h .  

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

C a t  t r e n c h i n g  h a s  proved t o  be a n  e f f e c t i v e  method f o r  

l o c a t i n g  and o u t l i n i n g  n e a r  s u r f a c e  v e i n  zones .  Frozen 

overburden  and f a u l t  gouge makes t r e n c h i n g  and r o a d  b u i l d i n g  

v e r y  dangerous  and t e d i o u s .  

No new s i g n i f i c a n t  v e i n s  were  d i s c o v e r e d  d u r i n g  t h e  June  

t r e n c h i n g  program. F u r t h e r  t r e n c h i n g  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  w a r r a n t e d  

i n  Trench Nos. 74 and 39. 

The P l a t a  g roup  h a s  e x c e l l e n t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  economic 

s i l v e r - l e a d  m i n e r a l i z a t i o n .  F u r t h e r  t r e n c h i n g  i s  n e c e s s a r y  

t o  o u t l i n e  s u r f a c e  e x p o s u r e s  i n  v e i n  zones .  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  

Wayne J. R o b e r t s ,  

August 2 6 t h ,  1974. 
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W. J. Roberts 

T. Freebairn 
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Assistant 
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operator 

Coquitlam, B.C. 
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SUMMARY OF COSTS 
PLATA GROUP 

(June 1, 1974 to June 30, 1974) 

Trenching 

District Expense (Est. 5%) 

Administration - 10% 

TOTAL 

Total 



A p p e n d i x  I11 
T E L E P H O N E  685-4331 

DYNASTY EXPLORATIONS LIMITED 
330 M A R I N E  B U I L D I N G  

355 B U R R A K D  S T R E E T  

V A N C O U V E R  1. B C. 

A F F I D A V I T  S U P P O R T I N G  S U I W R Y  O F  C O S T S  

I ,  CLIFFORD'A. MALISH,  A c c o u n t a n t ,  D y n a s t y  E x p l o r a t i o n s  

L i m i t e d ,  of V a n c o u v e r ,  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a ,  do hereby s t a t e  

t h a t ,  t o  t h e  best of m y  k n o w l e d g e  and  be l i e f ,  the  s t a t e m e n t  

of costs presented i n  t h i s  repor t  ( C a t  T r e n c h i n g  R e c o r t  

on t h e  P l a t a  G r o u p )  i s  both correct and t r u e .  

D a t e  



D y n a ~ t y  E x p l o h a t i o n a  L t d . ,  
3 3 0  - 355 Buhhahd S t . ,  
Vancouveh 7 ,  8 .  C .  

,. 

i 
I 

J u l y  9 ,  7974 .  I 

I , 

S t a t e m e n t  d o h  C a t  wohh on  P l a t a  P h o j e c t  d o h  June  7 9 7 4 .  

$ 7 5 0 . 0 0  / ~ - / - y  
I 

S t a n d b y  - 3 daya @ 5 0 . 0 0  peh day  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
T o t a l  T h a c t o h  t i m e  - 2 5 4  hho C! 35.00 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  8 , 8 9 0 . 0 0  )fit-' "'">'. 

744 .00  
/ - ,  LJ + 7 A )  L BaLance dhom l a a t  a t a X e m e n t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

TOTAL D U E  9 ,784 .00  

We t h i n k  thaX 2 4 . 0 0  pe t  day  d o h  F h e n c h i e t 6  l i v i n g  a l l o ~ v a n c e  d o h  Xhe 
month a d  May i s  pneXXy damn c h e a p ,  when you c a n a i d e n  t h a t  h e ' n  
g o t  t o  s i X  ahound w a i t i n g  on  youh p h o  j e cX .  A6 a  m a t t e h  a d  d u c t  you 
a h o u l d  aLao b e  pay ing  him a  n a l a h y  do& t h e  w a i t i n g  t i m e ,  CLdteh aLL h e  
i 6  t h e  t o p  c a t  0pehaXoh i n  t h e  bu6inea6  and you know it. 
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