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Location 

The Brod claims are 5-1/2 ki lometres south-east of Watson Lake on the north 

bank o f  the L ia rd  River. They may be reached by an hour's walk south from the 

Alaska Highway or as an a l ternat ive,  by boat along the r i ve r .  

Claims 

Two claims are he ld  by Alex Black; Brod 1, YA57123 and Brod 2, YA57124. They 

expire on the 15th October 1981. These mineral showings have been staked 

several times i n  the past; judging by one o l d  post s t i l l  l e g i b l e  a t  l eas t  as 

ear ly  as 1946. The lead showings downstream have been known since 1888. The 

present claims were staked t o  cover the  barytes outcropping on the r i v e r  bank. 

Geology 

The exposures mapped along the nor th  bank o f  the L i a r d  a t  1:500 scale const i -  

t u t e  the only outcrop on the claims on t h a t  side o f  the r i ve r .  

The l i t h o l o g i e s  exposed are black s l a t e  o f  presumably ~ambrian-0rdovi;ian age, 

w i th  two p y r i t i c  daci te dykes. The s l a t e  shows a wel l  developed clearage 

which s t r i kes  north-easterly and shows dips from 80' south-west t o  50' north- 

west accross the length o f  the exposures. Bedding i s  discernable i n  a few 

l o c a l i t i e s  and shows gent le  f o l d i ng  and moderate dips. 

Pyr i te - r i ch  bands up t o  10 cm th i ck  occur i n  places w i t h i n  the slate. A few 

transgressive p y r i t e  veins para1 l e l  t o  clearage were a1 so seen. Several 

barytes veins are found i n  the s l a t e  from 10 cm t o  2 metres width. They 

general ly fo l low the a t t i t u d e  o f  the clearage bu t  are l o c a l l y  i r regular .  The 
th i cke r  veins r e t a i n  t h e i r  s ize over only a few metres str ike- length w h i l s t  

the t h i n  veins may be traced f o r  10 metres o r  so. These thinner veins are o f  



pure, white barytes whi le  the th icker,  more i r r e g u l a r  bodies carry some quartz 

and fragments o f  country-rock. 

Potent ia l  - Recomnendations 

As a barytes prospect the Brod claims have very low tonnage potent ia l  since 

the widest vein (around 2 metres) qu ick ly  narrows along s t r i k e  o r  forms 

anastamosing i r r e g u l a r  t h i n  veins w i t h  much country-rock between. The i nd i -  

vidual purer veins are only a f r a c t i o n  o f  a metre t h i ck  and no great amount 

could be mined from them. 

Because o f  accessabi l i ty  i t would be possible t o  mine a few tens o f  tons o f  

barytes from the showing w i th  l i t t l e  cost  o r  d i f f i c u l t y  l a t e  i n  the s u m r  

season when the r i v e r  l eve l  i s  low or even during ear ly  spring when the r i v e r  

has considerable i c e  thickness. 

Perhaps the po ten t ia l  o f  the property might be enhanced i f  any s i g n i f i c a n t  

base metal minera l izat ion i s  found on the ad jo in ing claims i n  s t ra t igraphic-  

a l l y  lower pos i t ion.  

I f  fu r the r  work i s  desired the various veins should be blasted out and repre- 

sentat ive samples taken t o  determine the grade o f  the barytes. 
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