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INTRODUCITON 

The w r i t e r  f i r s t  v i s i t e d  t h e  Venus group of c la ims  i n  

t h e  s u m e r  of 1964 and, a t  t h a t  t ime, made a cu r so ry  i n s p e c t i o n  

of  t h o  o ld  Conrad townsi te ,  t h e  Venus m i l l s i t e  and trsmway, and 

of s eve ra l  of t h e  o l d  workings and p i t s  i n  t h e  a r ea .  

A f u r t h e r  i n spec t ion  was made of t h e  o ld  road between 

Carcross  and Conrad i n  February, 1966, u s ing  a skidoo and on foo t ,  

Th i s  r e p o r t  i s  compiled from a perusa l  of t h e  mar.y 

r e p o r t s  written on t h i s  group, Prom personal  obse rva t ions  of  t h e  

t e r r a i n  and l o c a l i t y ,  and from discussions wi th  persons f a m i l i a r  

wi th  t h e  a r ea  and gene ra l  geology. 

Among t h e  sources  of information used a r e :  

Conrad 8 Whitehorse Mining D i s t r i c t s ,  Yukon. 
GSC Report No. 892 by D.D, Cairnes ,  

Report  t o  MacKenzie and Mann, 1906, on Venus Group 
by Alexander Sharp. 

Report  on Venus Mine and Adjoining P r o p e r t i e s ,  
1922, by A.A. McKay. 

Summary Report  on t h e  Venus Mine and Related 
P r o p e r t i e s  by John L. Phelps and John D. Scot t .  

Report on Venus Group by C.E, Gordon Brown and 
J o A o  Kelly. 

GSC Memoir No. 222 by TIAe McLaan,l914. 

Discuss ions  wi th  Dr. L.H. Green, Res ident  Geologis t ,  
G.S.C., Whitehorse, Yukon Territory 



Since  much has  been w r i t t e n  concerning t k a  geology, 

h i s t o r y  and p o t e n t i a l  of t ho  a rea  it i s  doomed s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  t h i s  

r e p o r t  t o  b r i e f l y  summarize and t o  d e t a i l  t h e  r e a s o n s .  f o r  t h e  

recommended program, 

Location . 

The Venus Group of  c la ims  i s  loca t ed  on t h e  west shore  

of t h e  Windy Am of Tagish Lake, Yukon T e r r i t o r y ,  I t  i s  approximately 

f i f t e e n  m i l e s  from Carcross ,  a small  s t a t i o n  (100 persons)  on t h e  

Vhi te  Pass and Yukon Railway some 40 m i l e s  south of  Whitehorse, 

Yukon T e r r i t o r y .  The p r o p e r t y  i s  a c c e s s i b l e  from Carc ros s  by 

water  a long  Nares Lake and Tagish Lake, There was an o ld  wagon 

road e s t a b l i s h e d  between Carcross  and t h e  p r o p e r t y  i n  1910 t h a t  

i s  n o t  pas sab le  due t o  d i suse ,  Carcross  i s  f i f t y  seven mi los  by 

r a i l r o a d  from t h e  i c e - f r e e  p o r t  o f  Skagway i n  t h e  Alaska Panhandle, 

Gco 1 ogy 

The v e i n s  occur  i n  a formation known a s  t h e  Tushi 

Group c o n s i s t i n g  l a r g e l y  of  green a n d e s i t e s  and t u f f s  which i s  

u n d e r l a i n  and i n t r u d e d  by t h e  younger Coast  Range b a t h o l i t h  made 

u p  of  g r a n o d i o r i t e  and d i o r i t e ,  The Tushi  group i s  q u i t e  ex t ens ive  

and, i n  t h e  immediate area of t h e  Venus claims,  measures 

approximately 2.3 miles i n  width. 1. 

1. CeEo Brown - 1963 



The v e i n s  a r e  a l l  v e r y  s i m i l a r  i n  c h a r a c t o r  and 

a r e  minera l ized  q u a r t z  v e i n s  i n  t r u e  f a u l t  f i s s u r e s ,  The veins 

on t h e  Venus group a l l  d i p  i n t o  t h e  h i l l  averaging  t h i r t y  f i v e  t o  

f o r t y  degrees  and t h e  gold va lues  seem t o  i n c r e a s e  wi th  depth. 

The Venus ve in  has been t r acod  f o r  over  5,000 f e e t  b u t  o n l y  a 

r o l s t i v e l y  small  p a r t  of it h a s  been oxplored. The o r e  m i n e r a l s  

a r e  i r r e g u l a r l y  d i s t r i b u t e d  wi th in  tho  v e i n s  and c o n s i s t  of galena,  

pyrite and a r senopyr i  t e  a s  t h e  most abundant su lphides .  % i n o r  

su lph ides  a r e  s p h a l e r i t e ,  p y r a r g a r i t e  (ruby s i l v e r ) ,  t e t r s h e d r i t e  

and cha lcopyr i te .  

C l a i m s  

The Venus group of  c la ims  i s  comprised of s e v e r a l  

crown granted  claims and s e v e r a l  c la ims  r e s t aked  r e c e n t l y ,  The 

ownership i s  a s  follows; 

S t a t u s  

Ruby S i l v e r  Crown 'Grant S c o t t  & Phelps  
, Lot 23, Group 6 

Venus Crown Grant  S c o t t  & Pholps  
Lot 20, Group 6 

Venus No, 2 Crown Grant S c o t t  8. Phelps  
Lot 21, Group 6 

Vaul t  C r o w  Grant  S c o t t  8 Phelps  
Lot 2 1 Group y 

Kluane . No, 73240 Dorothy S c o t t  



Venus 9 

Venus 6 

Venus 7 

Venus 8 

Windy No. 2 

Venus 9 - 

Venus 10 

Venus 12 

Humper No, 2 
Lot 145, Group 754 

Beach 
Lot 142, Group 754 

Nipper No. 2 
Lot 143, Group 754 

Big Tree 
Lot 141, Group 754 

NO. 74717 John D. S c o t t  

No. 74718' John D, S c o t t  

No. 74719 John D, S c o t t  

No. 74720 

No, 98931 

No. 75097 

John D. S c o t t  

John D. S c o t t  

John Michael S c o t t e  

No. 75098 John Michael S c o t t  

No. 75100 John Michael S c o t t  

Crown Grant  Ma thew Watson 

C r o w  Grant  Ma thew Watson 

Crom Grant  Ma thew Na t s o n  

No. 81769 Clem 3ningor  

The c la ims  are a l l  well loca t ed  and l o c a t i o n  of p o s t s  

i s  r e l a t i v e l y  s imple 

. H i s t o r y  6 

a )  ChronoloqicaP 

The f i r s t  d i scovery  i n  t h o  a rea  was made by E.R. Young 

i n  1899 and subsequent  p rospec t ing  l e d  t o  t h o  d i scove ry  of  t h e  

Venus v e i n  i n  1901 by J.M. Pooley. I n  1904, Conrad Consol idated 

Mines was organized t o  a c q u i r e  and develop t h o  more impor tan t  

p r o p e r t i e s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  COnsiderable developnont  work 



with  ve ry  encouraging r e s u l t s  was done i n  1905 and e a r l y  i n  1906 

sen io r  f inancing was arranged t h a t  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  formation of t h e  

Yukon D i s t r i c t  Gold Mining Cmpany Ltd. 

Fur the r  encouraging work from 1906 t o  1908 r e s u l t e d  

i n  t h e  cons t ruct ion  of a PO0 ton  m i l l  on the  Venus p roper ty  i n  1909. 

By t h a t  time t h e r e  was almost 3,000 f e e t  of development on t h e  

Venus proper ty  inc luding t h e  f i r s t  and second l e v e l s  on tho  Vonus 

! and t h e  Venus extension adf t .  A t  t h e  same time a s  t h e  Venus was 

being developed t h e  same Company was developing o the r  p r o p e r t i e s  

i n  the  area  and by the  end of 1909 t h e  funds were exhausted. This ,  

coupled with loworing p r i cos  fo r  s i l v e r ,  r e s u l t e d  i n  suspension of 

P? operat ions.  
i-,/ 

I n  1912 TEA. McLean repor ted  t h a t  Conrad and h i s  

a s s o c i a t e s  had spent  three q u a r t e r s  of a mi l l ion  d o l l a r s  on t he  

va r ious  proper t ies .  

I n  1916 t h e  Canadian Harper Mines Corporation leased 

the Venus f o r  a per iod  of two years. This  group concentrated on 

mining t h e  a v a i l a b l e  ore and apparen t ly  made very  l i t t l e  at tempt 

t o  dovelop new ore, 

In 1920 Lfvfngston Wernake, well  knovm manager f o r  

t h e  ~ r a d l e ~  i n t e r e s t s ,  repor ted  on t h e  proper ty  and recommended 

t h a t  they be acquired. However, t h e  leases were s t i l l  i n  force  

and by t h e  time they  oxpired the Alaska Treadwell Mining Company was 

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the euccessful silver-lead mines n o r t h  of Mayo. 



Other r e p o r t s  waro made i n  1922 by 8.8. MacI<ay f o r  

Hollingor, i n  1927 by E. Eov i t t  f o r  Pfonoor Gold I4!Pnos9 and i n  

1947 by W.P. Irwin f o r  TranscontPnantal Rooourcos. It is worthy 

of note  t h a t  tho proparty ha3 eonsidarad by 011 who cxaminod it t o  

havs mer i t  and furthsr erxplorction work v.sc roccmondcd in a l l  

cases. The roemondstfonc ware not  actod on prosmzbly because 

s i l v e r  had rocodod i n  p r i c e  t o  $0.674- in 1922 and f u r t h o z  t o  a low of 

$0.28 i n  1932. 

b) Production H i  s t o r y  

No record  e x i s t a  f o r  t h o  period 1906-1909 b u t  Cairnes 

r e p o r t s  t h e  sacking of o re  a t  t h e  Venus i n  1806. The same w r i t e r  

r e p o r t s  i n  1916 t h a t  Conrad rninod about  6,000 t o n s  of o m  which 

was shipped t o  t h e  smel ters  a t  Ladysmith, B.C., and a t  Tacona, Wash. 

Two recorded shipnants  of g r a v i t y  concontratos i n  1919 avorased 

0.90 02. Aumo 62.2 o t .  Ag and 15% load par ton. A t  p resen t  day 

prices and making due a l lovsnco f o r  smelter s s t t l e m s n t s  t h i s  

works o u t  t o  $142.60 pe r  ton bctforo m o l t i n g  charges and freight, 

The fol lowing i n c m p l o t o  record of rhlpaents Prom t h e  

Venue Mine is  the best available a t  this timee I t  appoared i n  Mr. 

C a E a G .  Brawn's "Report on t h e  Vonus Group!? i n  1853. 



0 * ORE SH1P;VIENTS FRa4 VEPlUS MINE 
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1910 - 1920 

DATE TONS AU .OZ. Ag.0~. Pb. i b s  

Apr. 1910 - Mar. 1911 ' 

Mar. - Sopt. 1911 

June - Sept. 1916 

Sept. 1916 - Sspt. 1917 

Sept. - Dec. 1917 

Mar. - June, 1918 
June - Sept. 1918 

July - Oct. 1918 

oct. 1919 - Jan. 1920 

Average grade of metals paid for 
by smelter 



from porsoncd oS~om;rt!Lcno thit tho continuity of the  veins and 

just i fy  il mining and r a P ~ ~ i n g  progrt~1. Thlhoro has been consideroblo 

timo end effort npmt by other ompanion checking tho ~ u r f a c o  and 

underground rsaulto  and them Is littlo t o  ba gsinod in repsating 

program of underground exploratiar on tho Vonun Voin is fully 

warranted at this t ino.  Pihen the program on thin w i n  rpntem is near  

, completion then, based em the information gained from it, z further 

prowan can b initiated on tho other win 6y6t0ms within tho c l a i m ~  

group. ?he program is detailed b l o w  as P h a s ~  1 and 2. 

Phase 1. 1. Acccpt the conclualono and the accuracy of tho 
numerous roporte of investigations made on kaha l f  
of other companies and mako no attempt to  repeat 
or confirm the work on the Vcnus vain a t  t h i s  tino. 

2. Repair the road batween Carcroes and the old Venus 
Mine w f f i c i a n t l y  to allow accoss f o r  mining ocpipnent 
and supplies 

Estimtod c o s t  $69000.00 

3. Extend the road to  the portal location ao indicated 
on the attached map 



EuPldoze for a portal sits and ootablf~h a 
dovolopr~lont canp 

Eetiroat~d Cost $179000e00 

Croaocut to tho voin approximately 230 feet and 
drift 1,000 feet on t h ~  vein 

Estimated cost- $P148700*oo 

Establf sh POUT diamond d r i l l  stations 
and drill approximately 2,000e of AX 

23. B600.03 

Cost 04 exploration - satimatod 163,300.0(1 

Add - Engineering, Gaological 39000.00 

Contingenciess watero timber supplyo otce 139$00,00 

Total Cost of proposed program 818O92C0,O0 

PHASE 2. ( ~ a s e d  on fnformation obtained frm Phase 1) 

1. Surface prospect and, in order of apparent prforfty 
at this time, remap tho Ruby Silvez, Vault, 
Nipper No. 1 and Humpor veins using any information 
gained from tho underground program an the Venus 
vain* Estimated cost 3 ,W .OO 

2. Strip the Ruby Silver w i n  an surface using a 
D7E Cat or oquivnlont in order to t a s l  the 
continuity of the vain. 

Estinatsd cost 12,000.00 

3. Clean out the old trenches on ourface on tho 
Vault vein and rshabllitats and remap the old 
underground workings on this vofn 

Estimated cost 1l9G0Oe0O 

4. Trench and map the upper gectfora of tho 
EJipp~ Nso I 69000*00 
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