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veseription and lecation

The Veaus Hioe 18 situsted 3 few hundred yarﬁﬁ north
of the oritish Columbls~Yukon boundary llne on the west shors
of wiody .rm, & psrt of Lske Taglsh, in the Yukon feﬁiltary.
by water 1t is {ifteea miles frow Careross, = smell village pa
the white Fasgs and Yuken nallway. dbout 1910 & wagon road was
built from Carcross to the Mne but is aow impessible due to
disuse, Carcross is fifty-seven miles by railroad from the

lce~free port of tksgway in the ilasks Fanhsndle,

ihe City of shitehorse, which is forty miles north
of Carcross &nd conoected to it by rall e¢nd by an all-westher
highwasy, has dally seroplane service to Vancouver and Udmenton.

4 deseription of the climute snd the flors is
contalned 1n the geological report by U.u, Cairnes entitled
"Report on s Portion of Coanrad and whitetiorse tilnlog istriocts,
Yukeon”, io, %82, published ip 1908 at Uttaws,



The preseai owners of the mining clsime have been
attempting to consolidate the Venus silne snd relsted properties
since 190, urigiansl Crown Grants with thelr 44 wmﬁ’iaﬁ
and sbsentee ownershkipy have awude this & diificull tesk. It
was not gatil Pebruery of 1960 thal the Hining decorder wss |
able to eonlirs ownershlp of the varicus aining clelss listed
#t the end of thie report under the heading " Froperty emi Titles”,

it will be apparent Lo the reader why coasoclidsatioa
wag netessary, 5 iz showa in thia susmery = resdiag of the
old reports zotivated s keen laterest in ithe potential of
these properties, The first properties to be seguired were
the Vault snd Veaus Crows (ranted mining claims through tex
sale purcnese in 1940, I[he equity in these properties was
malataloed in good stending et coaslderable expense., 1a 1%,
the Venus extenslion property was added, and similarly ssintained
in good standing. o protect these properties adjoining zround
wes located from tize to time,

#ithia the houndaries of these clzims there is s
e jor preclious-metsl Learing structure, finelly grouped under

one owanershipy for coamercial extraction,



superigposed oa the attached tracing frog tﬁa
prelisinary sap 52-304, whitehorse, fukon Jerritory, Lepsrizent
of tiines and lechnical surveys, are the spproxisate locatlions
of the veins, la addition, the geology in the aelghbourhood of
the zmines snd part of the bennett-Casslar Sheet has been
added,

The velns occeur in & formstion known 23 the Tutshi
Group, consisting for the most part of green-coloured andisites
and tuffs, 7This formation 1s underlain aad intruded by the
younger Coast henge batholith mpade up of granodiorite and
diorite,

ine veins are very simllar in charscter, They &rs
Binerslized quartz velns in true fault flssures. The quartz
13 often in well-formed crystals pointing to the centre ia a
comb-like texture, Ihere is a declded banded sppesrance to
the velas 1o places, I[he velns on the Yeaus group all dip into
the hill, averaging thirty-five degrees to forty d«gr;;s, and

the gold values seer to lnorease with depth,
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(Gold velues sre bzsed on the old prices of gold (420 per va.)
and the silver vslues :t the prices preveiliag on the date of

the reports.)

The firgt discovery ia the sres was made by w.K. foung
at the Hoatane }Mine 1n 1899, This discovery sparked an
inteasive search, resultiag in aumerous minerslized veins being
located., {he Venus was stsked 1in 190l by J.¥. Pooley. +ll the
sein veins were ia & zone about six miles long and two miles
wide, Ia 190k Cel., J.iie Conrsd, a new York sine promoter,
originslly from iutte, Hontana, organiszed the Conrad Coansolidated
Hines to exazine, prospect, acquire and promote the more

izportant discoveries in the field.

Ia 1%0G% this organigstion did s grest deal of
development work on the properties. Their mioe manager 1ssued
& report oan the prospects on June 2uth, 1905, & few excerpts
from his report are as follows:

"Venus Veln"~-chaft 52 feetl deep, drift 40 feet
and seversl open culs., Veln traced for 100
feet on surfeace. Values :10 to #4000 per ton.

*Uraagus Vela“~-500 feet proved by open cuts.
15 inciies of gsalena ore contalaing 15C sunces
of silver per ton. Ceatalas ruby silver aand
wire silver.

"Hoatana Veln"--4idths from 1 o 6 feet, Values
up to 2000 ounces of silver per toa.

"Little Johaay Velan"--.msll values to 100C ounces
of silver per ton.

"Jue Petty Velan"--51 foot shaft, 1lOG' x-cut,
10" drifting. Veln 3' wide contulas up to 500
ounces of silver per ton, argentite,
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This report ianterested willism incKenzle of T&r@nﬁo
in the district., lIa Harch of 19006 an agreement was made
between Conrasd and HacKeasle to organize & aew company to teke
over the Conrad properties. For 50% of the stock 1n‘this
cospany HacKenzle agreed to pay 500,000 in moathly ianstellments
of #2C,000, |

vuring 1906 Alexander Sharp examined the properties
for william MacKengie and on September 20th, 1904 issued =
report on his findings. Excerpts frog his report are as

follows:

"Velins of the district are well defined true
fissures in porphyritic formetion and granite
with widths frem 1' to 14!, 'They have great
persistance in strike,

Venus iilnes Veln cut by 2 x-cut tunanels., The
first reaches the vein 135' from its portal.

The vein here is 13* in thickness. The vein
filiing is country rock, quartz aad galena

cre. 7The pay streak varies frow & few inches to
6' 4n width., The vein 1is drifted on for 19%0*
and contains galena ore assaying $30 to 460 per
ton and quarts assaying §2 to $20 per toa. The
average shipping ore without sorting for iugust
ran $12 gold, $19.08 silver.

The second x-cut tunnel is 130* below the first
and cuts the veln #75' from its portal, 80 feet
of veln 1s drifted on. The gslena ore here is
of the same value as above.

Veult Hine: This is the same veln as the Venus.
It is traced by surface nhewiagsé opea cuts,
szall shafts and tunnels for b feet., la all
these open cuts sod shafts ore in value from

420 to 00 can be seen 1n places. The vein is
drifted oa for 310 feet and varies in width from
3! to 14', The pay streak is from 1' to o' in
vidth and assays from $20 to 460 per ton. The
leaner portion from pay streak to hanging wall
assays $6 per toa. The average value of ore for
august was 93,90 in gold and 323,71 in silver,



Uraagus Cleis: The vein 18 traceable for nearly 4
zile. 1t is 1in porphyry formation. It 13 3* to
5' wide and carries values of $24 per ton,

Joe Petty Claim: The velin is 5' wide carrying
gold and silver veslues from 20 to §35 per ton,
4 shaft suank in the vein for 50' shows good
shipping ore all the way down.

Thistle Claims A shaft is sunk to a depth of
05 feet on a vein 5' wide with gold and silver
values of about $20 per ton,

Hontana Mine: 500' of drifting shows values
sll the way, #20 to 380 in richer parts aad &
trace to %16 in leaner, & shaft 1s sunk in the
veln 200 feet, General sample across the veln
at the face 1s 4'6" wide and runs 317 per ton
mostly in silver,

In conclusion, Alexander Charp says, "1 have ao
doubt whatever that a number of gaaé uines will
be found in the Comrad group of properties.”

In 1908 a Lepartument of Mines, Geological Survey
Report, was published, entitled "Coarad snd whitehorse kinlng
District, Yukon” by D.D. Cairnes. This bulletin coatalns =
description of the various properties in the district, 4
suszary follows:

"Venus: Uevelopment work coasisted of a 52 foot
shaft and drifts at the bottom, going both ways.
Vein nearly 3 feet wide. 15 tons of ore had been
shipped to the smelter from this shaft which
sversged 565 per ton in silver,

Venus #2: In the upper level the lode iz between
18" to 16* in width. In the stopes there is & to
8 feet of good ore which will average over £20
per ton in gold and silver.

In the lower level the velin 1s narrower but looks
stroag both ways. The chief minersls are galeas,
lead carbonate, arsenopyrite, chalcopyrite,
malachite wnd pyrite. The ore 1s chiefly
argentiferous galena, where the veln is wide it
consists of alternate bands of quartz and
mineralized couatry rock.



Venus ixteaslons 2 veins 30 feet apart are
trascesble right across the property. The
upper vein contains about & feet of good ore over
half of which was being sacked and will probably
run $50C to #60 per ton. The lower veln contains
sbout 2 feet of ore, chiefly argentiferous galens
uit? & conslderable amount of arseanical iron and
pyrite.

Beach Claim: The vein iz supposed to be the
same a8 the Lumper #l. It has 10 inches of ore
claimed to average £150 per ton in silver and
§% per ton ia gold., The chlef alnerals are
galena, argentite, zinc blend aand pyrite,

fiugper #1: This prospect has 70 feet of
driftiog on s veln 18" to L' ia width. The vein
material carries argentite, ruby silver, and
stephanite with some native silver, galens and

pyrite,.

¥ault: This property has a 325' long drift on
the vein. Vein 1in places 13 20 to 23 feet ia
width of nearly all well mineralized quartz,

In places there are & to 6 feet of almost solid
galena,

ituby “illver: The veln on the surface is from
3" to 18" wide and has produced some very rich
silver ore samples,

Uranus: . tuanel is drivea 180 feet on the vein
which varies in width between 1 and & feet.

In conclusion Cairnes says, "ill these windy irm
deposits have the sase general characteristics,
They are sll mineralized quartz velns in true
fissures, Some of the walls show such slicken-~
siding indicating the fissures sre fault fissures.”

In H.%, Brock's Lumssry Report for 1909, Geclogical

Survey of Canada, he states that at the time of his visit to the

Venus that year, a2 small concentrator hsd been bullt on the
lakeshore snd coanected with the mine by an serial tremway.
total of about 3000 feet of development work had beea done,
that time the chief interest ia the district centred in the

development of the Big Thing wining claizs,

F:8 4



At that time the efforts of the mining company were
concentrated on the iig Thing Eiﬁ& which showed vwry gaod
gredes us far as they traced it dowa to the MQG"levql where
it faulted off completely. 7The organizstion in the haxt year
spent 211 thelr availsble funds in trying te pick up the Vega
past the fault, without success, In 1912 zll sources of funds
had run out completely und all properties in the district

were Closed down,

Ia 1912, T.:s haclesn, was commissioned by the
goverament to investlgste lode mining in the Yukon., e speat
a8 short time at the Venus group. In his report published in
1914 “Lode Mialng in the Yukon", Canasds Department of lines,
he gives a short description of the properties, e states
that up to that time he estimsted that Conrad and his ussociates
hed spent three quarters of & million dollars on the various

properties,

fa 1l%lo, the Canadlan larper iXines Corporation
leased the Veaus for a perlod of two years. ouring this period

they ran the mill for & short time and shipped hand-sorted ore.

la 1916, D.D. Csirnes, the government geologist,
1ssued & summary report deseribing the conditions at the mines.
#ost of this report was repetition of information previously
published. -t the Venus he estimated 20,000 tons bloeked out,
end he meatlons that Conrad was supposed to have shipped o

totsl of about ¢,000 tons of ore to tihe saelter from the Veaus.



in 1919, Hr. F.W. Bradley of the iradley iining
Company, :laska Juaeau and Treadwell Mines, affermd to gay
£250,000 for the Venus group, #1%,000 for the ﬁa&balla and
$50,000 for the Veaus Exteasion group. Lease azreeaents‘were
in existence at the time and the ground was not avallable, and
by the time it did become available, Mr. Ersdley wss tied up
ia the Mayo Ulstrict of the Yukon Territory. 4. ldvingston
wernecke made an examination of the property for Wr. Bradley,
H1s report is not avallable but a copy of the aussay %sp he
prepered as a result of this examinstion is eaclosed.

The leasers, duriog their tenure, shipped 1,715 tons
of ore for which they received $119,935 and 313% tons of
concentrates for which they received 325,592, in common with
zost lessers, they robbed timber from existing workings to
support their new stopes and filled some of the 0ld workings

below the lowver levelsz with waste rock.

Ia 1922, a Hr, A.A. Macksy, a consultiag mining
eagineer froam Toronto examined the property for the Hollinger

interests. Jome excerpts from his report are as follows:

"The leasers did not do any development, but
confined thelr werk to stoping out the opre
shoots developed, /fter all the developed ore
in the shoots had been extracted, they operated
the ill on some of the lower grade ore between
the shoots but could not make this psy. The
losses in the slimes were very high. 1 aoticed
on looking over the assay sheets in the asszay
office at the mine, that in most cases the
values in the talls were 50§ of the values in
the heads.,"”
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“The vein has beea traced for over a mile. It
is unusually well defined by two parallel slip
planes averaging & te 6 feet apart,”

"1 took 240 samples on the vela which varied
from ¢ few cents to §80 per toa. The values

in the shoots which were 100 to 210 feet in
length where opened up, were very consistent,
averaging 416 per ton ia gold, sllver and lesd.
Cur semples were at the edges of pillars of the
shootg as the main parts of the shoots had been
stoped out,”

“Ihe work in the Venus and the surface work on
the Venus Ixtenslon, Naybelle and Vault, show
avidence of a strong persistent veia with fair
values 15 the shoots and the prospects are good
for opeaing up richer ore,"

"we ulso note in anslyticsel results of ore samples
that the gold values are higher in the lower
levels. The results from the ssuples froz the
dorth shaft were very encoursging snd indicated
sn ore shoot at this point. Indications are that
ore shoots will be regulsr and the veslues
persistent in these shoots.”

“1If the Veaus and adjoining property caa be taksn
over on favourable terms, we would strongly
recozmend the immediate expenditure of §60,000 or
more in carrying out the work indicuted below,"
"Driving a crosseut tuanel that would intersect
the velin 200 feet or more vertically below the

Veanus :xtension Tunnel. From the tunnel drifts
could be rua boeth ways on the vein."

in 1946, an examination of the property was zade by
Trans-Contlinental Hesources Limited. The President of the Ccmpany
was very enthusisstic sbout the prospects aad pledged further
work on the property the followlng year. Unfortuastely he dled
that winter and the deal was not consummated. Thelr geologlat,
Hre. williasam F. Irwin was on the property for nearly two months.
In his report he recorded not oanly his own work but sose of the
material from old reports and records. . copy of his plaa on

the underground workings is enclosed with tais report.
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se sampled wll the accessible workiogs in the V@éus
“xtenslon, Haybelle aand Venus iio. 2. . Isble of the possible
value of the ore sioots using 939 per oz. for gold aad O cents
per ok. for silver froe his report 1s givesn below: V
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arebodleg ln the vela averaged 2.1 fest 1n width %06 gontaln

50,350 tons st & velue of $D0.L0O per toi.
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The dlstrioct sust have looked very inviting to the
eriginal promoters and floancliers. it the Venus, hésiﬁ@ thelir
underground exploration, they built & 100 ton mill with & half
a mile of serisl trumline from the xill to the lower portais
inis mill must have been considered very maodern whea it wus
built, It contalns & jaw erusher, rolls, ball sill and
Luntiagien H1ll complete with vibratiang screeas, hu&kat elevators,
deslizing cones and classifiers., For casceantration thiey depended
on jigs, s»1lfley tables and Vanners, The vullding and most of
the mschinery are ia excelleant condition today wad wss the
machinery not obsolete At could essily be placed in working
order. +lso, &t the Veaus, they had & hydro plant, a stess power
plant, compressor houses, an assay offlce and living quarters,

4 telephone line connected sall the mines with the headquarters

1a Careross,

several [actors were respoasible for the abandonment
of the zmliae by the Coarad ilaterests, The Company wes trying to
develop four properties and carry out extensive exploratioa work
at the ssme time. The Haybelle and the Venus .xteastion groups
were not coatrolled by the Company, These claims covered some
of the riciher showlags being developed separately by other
interests. <«long with this, &8s was noted in soxe of the earlier
reports, the ailling and conceatrating methods of the day wers
aot suiltable for this type of deposit. «ith modern methods this
problesm should not prove too difficult,
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The present owners and the authors of this reporft are
both mining eaglneers and have been residents éf the Yukon
since zhildhond, Interest was first aroused by the old reports
of the ares and by the stories about the fukon District Gold
kining Company by the father of one of the owners, w.,L. Ffhelps,
EeCo, who wcted as the Company solicitor at that time., since
the Tirst scquisition of ground in 1% much time has been spent
on the property and r great deal has been lesarned about it.

Thie ares ls favourable for precious metsl deposits.
Granitic rocks appear both in the neighbourhood of the Big Thing
and on the lakeshore scross Windy .rs from the Venus. 5ll major
finds roughly line up between these two igneous intrusives,
The andisites of the Tutshl group are reported to be 20CC ft.
plag 1o thickness. The orebodles ia both the andisites and
granites are sisilar. Une would expect the Venus Veln which is
so pergisteal in strike to be equally persistent ia depth, The
Vela has been traced for over GODO ft. oa the surface., Shoald
this Veln persist ocaly down to lske level, sn average depth of
1100 ft. on its average dip of 40", 1t would encompass 10,750,000

8. ft. of srea,

The banging and foot walls are firs snd in the
underground stopes there has been practically no sloughlng or
spalling. o pumping would be required, at least down to lake
level, and good timber is available around the shore of the
lake,



1k

The accessibility of the properties is s favoursble
factor. The pictures in the front-piece show t_he deep water
lakes which connect it to Carcross and large bﬁts and barges
bave been used in this area, with modern a&rtﬁ:&mﬂrxg equi pment
an allewsather highwey could be chesply comstruoted on the site
of the old wagon road, around the lakeshore to Csrcross, a’
distance of sixteen miles. The suthors are confident that a
commercial orebody will be developed on this property.
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arkose, argillites, basic lavas

Iletamorphosed equivalents of
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Hutshi groups. Granitized and
volecanic rocks containing
serpeniine bodies
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